
Summary Record of discussions of the 2nd Meeting of Indian National Committee 
for Irrigation and Drainage (INCID) held online in July & October, 2021: 

  

A. First part of the 2nd Meeting of INCID held on 20th July 2021: 

  
The second meeting of Indian National Committee for Irrigation and Drainage (INCID) was held 

through video conferencing on 20th July, 2021 under the chairmanship of Sh. S.K. Haldar, 

Chairman INCID (Chairman CWC). 

  

At the outset, Chairman INCID welcomed the members. After a brief introduction of the 

participants of the meeting, the agenda items were taken up: 

  

Agenda item no 1 - Welcome address by Chairman INCID (Chairman 

CWC): Chairman INCID mentioned that INCID with close interaction with ICID is dedicated to 

bring improvements in irrigation and drainage. Combined rich experience of participants from 

Central Govt, States, WALMI, professional society, academic institutions, and private sector etc. 

will surely result in necessary impetus to stimulate and promote research, development, and 

application of technology in the field of irrigation and drainage, in India. 

  

He further stated that INCID is an ideal platform to stimulate appropriate application of 

engineering, agriculture, economic, environmental, legal, and social science technology to 

improve irrigation, drainage, and flood control practices. It will also help identify technology 

upgradation needs of country and suggest import of technology from appropriate countries / 

organizations. He then requested to take up the Agenda items. 

 

  

Agenda item no 2 - Confirmation of the minutes of 1st meeting of INCID held on 

06th August, 2020: As no comments were received from any of the members, the committee 

confirmed the minutes of the first meeting of INCID held on 06th August, 2020. 

  

Agenda item no 3 - Presentation by Sh. A. B. Pandya, Secretary General (ICID): A 

presentation on “World Register of Irrigation Projects” was made by Sh. A. B. Pandya, Secretary 

General, ICID. He emphasized upon the need of such register, as no such database exists at the 

world level. Irrigation projects are localized units of water management varying in shapes, sizes, 

topography, geology, climatic setup, hydrology of source and command area. ICID, the sole global 

body covering irrigation, drainage & water management in world, aspires to provide a database 

for global community practicing irrigation through its World Register of Irrigation Projects. 

Register would cover various multifaceted aspects of irrigation projects such as geographical & 

administrative location of the project, water sources, consumption footprint, cropping pattern, 

community involvement, financial investments etc. Register would be developed as a web portal 

collecting as well as processing data. National Committees would function as nodal agencies 

mobilizing data collection. Register is proposed to collect data for projects which have above 5000 

hectares of GCA registered. After that a working model of Register was shown with test data. 



  

Thereafter, the meeting had to be adjourned at this point, in view of some office exigencies in 

Parliament Session. It was decided that the remaining agenda items of the meeting will be taken 

up preferably after ongoing Parliament Session concludes. 

  

B. Remaining part of the 2nd Meeting of INCID held on 18th October, 2021: 

 At the outset, Sh. Kushvinder Vohra, Member (WP&P), CWC welcomed the participants and 

informed the committee that Chairman (INCID) would not be able to preside over the meeting 

due to some work exigencies. This was followed by brief introduction of the participants. The list 

of participants is attached as Annexure. 

Subsequent to this, Sh. Rishi Srivastava, Director (Remote Sensing), CWC informed the 

committee that while discussing the 3rd Agenda item on 20th July 2021, Sh. A. B. Pandya, Secretary 

General (ICID) had highlighted the need of having a World Register of Irrigation Projects. For the 

agenda items of the meeting, the following discussions were held: 

Agenda item 4 - To discuss the modalities, activities, work plan & way forward to 

implement various ToR assigned to INCID: Director (Remote Sensing), CWC enumerated 

10 items enlisted in the Terms of reference (ToR) of INCID and sought the views and suggestions 

of the committee on how to take forward these ToRs. 

  

Dr. K. Y. Reddy, Hon. Vice-President, ICID initiated the discussion on this agenda item stating 

that this is a prime agenda item and needs significant work. He highlighted the need for 

strengthening of the concerned institutions with respect to infrastructure and faculty. He further 

shared his observation from his trip to Water & Land Management Institutes (WALMI) 

Hyderabad that 100% of the faculty at WALMI Hyderabad were temporary in nature, on 

deputation from other organisations/departments. Not having permanent posting discourages 

the mission and objectives set by the institutes like WALMI, Water and Land Management 

Training and Research Institute (WALAMTARI) etc. The discontinuity in the faculty and change 

of the team hampers the progress of any ongoing activity. These institutes are primarily ordained 

to provide support to the State government(s) in the field of irrigation and water management 

through knowledge sharing, training and capacity building. The weakness in these institutes will 

percolate to the mission and vision assigned to these institutes. He suggested for promoting a 

restructured system for these institutes where 50% of the staff/officers may be of permanent 

nature and the remaining 50% may be rotated on deputation from other concerned 

departments/agencies. 

  

Dr. Reddy further shared that after the bifurcation of Telangana from Andhra Pradesh, the 

WALMI Hyderabad was ordained to work for both the States for a period of 10 years from the 

bifurcation. Furthermore, he informed that the State government of Andhra Pradesh had 

submitted a proposal to the Govt of India for creation of a separate WALMI for the State of AP 

under the Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojna (PMKSY) through this Govt Order. 

  



Sh. Kushvinder Vohra, Member (WP&P), CWC requested the Senior Joint Commissioner, 

CADWM Wing, DoWR, RD&GR, MoJS to brief the committee regarding receipt and status of such 

a proposal from the AP government to the Govt of India regarding the restructuring of the 

WALMI. Sh. Puneet Mittal, SJC, CADWM, DoWR, RD&GR informed the committee that certain 

proposals, related to restructuring of WALMI(s), were indeed received in the CADWM, DoWR, 

RD&GR for funding through Incentivization Scheme for Bridging Irrigation Gap (ISBIG). He 

informed that currently DoWR, RD&GR has no scheme for taking up the restructuring of these 

institutes and thus no funding arrangement for the same is in place at present. He also informed 

the committee that the PMKSY scheme has been continued further for the existing 99 projects 

only. Here, Dr. Reddy opined that since these institutes hold immense importance at the local 

level for the States’ capacity building, the restructuring exercise is of immense importance. The 

committee agreed to Dr. Reddy’s views and Sh. Vohra commented that if the ISBIG proposal does 

not work out, the DoWR, RD&GR may consider some other funding mechanism to carry out this 

important exercise of the restructuring of these institutes. Moreover, a separate interaction with 

the WALMIs and other such institutes may be taken up so that the necessary proposal for 

supporting this restructuring of these institutes may be formulated. 

  
Further, Sh. B Rath, Technical Expert, NRAA shared his views on the agenda item and impressed 

upon the need of having a proper arrangement for water management of which Rainfed Areas 

also are an important factor. The resilience building from rainfed area can only come from proper 

watershed management, for which an exhaustive database needs to be created for rainfed areas, 

water bodies, soil-moisture index, tubewells in rainfed areas, etc. He expressed that currently only 

the static data with respect to the water bodies is available and the dynamic data on these water 

bodies isn’t available. This needs to be changed. Further, to get the more accurate estimate of the 

actual rain-fed irrigation in a rain-fed area, the information regarding various parameters like the 

number of operational tube-wells in that area should be gathered and factored in for a more 

realistic and accurate assessment. This data along with the dynamic information system may 

provide better inputs for creating a strategy for water harvesting and recharge of the ground water 

bodies. Sh. Rath further added that water use efficiency (WUE) is a commonly talked issue, 

however, no proper attention has been given to water productivity and its enhancement. Studies 

have revealed that we can go for about 30-40% enhancement in the water productivity using 

appropriate techniques. He also mentioned about his engagement with a project with the Govt of 

Australia for the enhancement of water productivity and advised that similar projects may also be 

taken up in our country for enhancement of the water productivity. 

  

Sh. Kushvinder Vohra, Member (WP&P), CWC stated that the subjects being dealt by this 

committee are very wide and diverse. Various discrete aspects are being dealt by several 

ministries/departments/agencies and programmes of the Govt of India like CGWB, DoWR, 

RD&GR, R&D activities by the Indian National Committee on Surface Water (INCSW), rural 

agricultural infrastructure by MGNREGA, MoEF&CC, Ministry of Agriculture etc. Further, 

National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) is currently working on formulating a guidelines for 

the reuse of treated waste water under India EU Water Partnership (IEWP). He also informed the 

committee about Government programme on micro-irrigation (dealt by MoA&FW) and 

watershed management (dealt by DoLR) which will be greatly beneficial for the rain-fed areas. 

Furthermore, he mooted the idea of publishing a quarterly INCID Magazine, to disseminate the 



comprehensive information on the entire gambit of activities dealt in this diverse field. The INCID 

magazine will help establish INCID as a stronger entity and will be greatly beneficial in sharing 

the field-specific information with various other concerned agencies/departments/ministries. 

The role of all members of INCID towards the magazine to make it truly inclusive by assimilating 

the concerned information from all related agencies/departments/ministries was also 

highlighted. 

  

Sh. A. B. Pandya, Secretary General, ICID welcomed the idea of a quarterly INCID magazine. He 

further stated that INCID is the national level mouthpiece for ICID and has immense potential to 

address various irrigation needs of India. He suggested for having some sort of annual forum or 

conference for INCID at the national level to bring together all the concerned stakeholders on to 

one common platform for experience and knowledge sharing. Separate sessions may be kept for 

the diverse issues like GOI schemes, training, micro irrigation, WALMI (s), minor irrigation 

projects etc. and the common concern raised here will have a guiding effect to the cause. Such an 

initiative will provide a new fillip to INCID, and thus, will also provide wider participation and 

voice. 

  

Sh. Kushvinder Vohra, Member (WP&P) informed the committee that INCID Secretariat has 

already been planning on above lines. The first such conference will have a modest beginning and 

it is planned to jump start it with greater momentum in the subsequent editions. 

  

Agenda item 5 - To review progress made for organizing 75th International Executive 

Council (IEC) and 25th Congress of ICID proposed to be held at Vishakhapatnam, 

Andhra Pradesh in the Nov/Dec 2023: Moving ahead to the next agenda item regarding the 

organization of the 75th International Executive Council (IEC) and 25th Congress of ICID proposed 

to be held at Vishakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh, it was informed to the committee that the 

estimate in Form-A for the event has been sought by ICID and requested Dr. Reddy to update the 

committee regarding the same. Dr. Reddy informed the committee that the work towards 

formulation of estimate for the events is under progress and will be submitted soon. He made a 

brief presentation to inform the committee regarding the status of progress made so far. Dr. 

Reddy informed that recently a meeting was held with the honourable Chief Minister of Andhra 

Pradesh to discuss this upcoming ICID event, happening in India after a long gap of 57 years. The 

honourable Chief Minister was briefed about the ICID events and the awards and a Coffee-Table 

book was also presented to him. He also informed that in view of the efforts made by ICID and 

INCID at the national level, the nominations from India for the WHIS awards have also increased 

substantially in the last two years when four nominations per year were submitted to ICID.  He 

appreciated that India also received its first WatSave award. 

  

Dr. Reddy mentioned that the Govt of Andhra Pradesh has been providing active support towards 

these events and has already set aside a financial support of Rs 5 Crores for the organisation of 

this event. Govt of Andhra Pradesh has nominated the Engineer-in-Chief (EIC), WRD, Govt of 

Andhra Pradesh as the nodal officer for this mega event and a separate bank account has also been 

created by the State government for providing efficient financial support to the event. 

  



Dr. Reddy further informed that the event is to be held tentatively during 1-7 November, 2023 in 

Vishakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh. The city of Vishakhapatnam offers a pleasant climate in 

November to welcome the national and foreign dignitaries. The city of Vishakhapatnam also offers 

to be a promising location for the event in view of the numerous places for tourism interests and 

for planning the post-conference tours and field visits. 

  

Dr. Reddy further highlighted the fact that the upcoming event will be the 75th edition of the 

International Executive Council (IEC) and the 25th edition of the Congress of ICID. And thus the 

anniversary events hold special importance and India has a wonderful opportunity towards 

successful organisation of this global event. Dr. Reddy further requested the Secretary General 

(ICID) to make a plan to visit Andhra Pradesh and meet the honourable Chief Minister of Andhra 

Pradesh and also to make a visit to the sites in the city of Vishakhapatnam, along with a team 

having members from CWC, DoWR, RD&GR etc, to finalise the venue for the events. 

  

Sh. Kushvinder Vohra, Member (WP&P) informed Dr. Reddy that a visit to finalise the venue etc. 

would be taken up once the estimates for the event are received from Govt of A.P. He also 

highlighted the need for collective efforts and proper structuring of the various components of the 

event to chart out role-based responsibilities for the various office-bearers to make this event a 

grand success. 

  

Sh. H. K. Verma, Executive Director, ICID informed the committee that the estimate in Form-A 

needs to be prepared and submitted by Govt of A.P. through INCID to the ICID at the earliest, as 

the ICID guidelines require the Form-A to be approved by ICID 24 months before the date of the 

event. Dr. Reddy informed that these formalities will move at right pace, once the venue for the 

events are finalised. 

  

Agenda item 6 - Any other item as permitted by Chair: Dr. Reddy congratulated INCID 

for the 4 nominations from India for the WHIS awards (2020 and 2021) and also for the WatSave 

award (2020) won by India for the first time in history. He further highlighted the need for a 

better coordination, communication and publicity with the States for receiving more nominations 

and awards. 

  

Sh. A. B. Pandya, Secretary General (ICID) informed the committee that the template for World 

Register of Irrigation Projects has already been circulated to the States so that they start 

populating the Register with their data. Other countries have been making good progress in 

populating this database and since India is the second largest country in terms of the irrigated 

area, a good progress is expected from India as well, in this regard. 

  

Sh. Kushvinder Vohra, Member (WP&P) informed the committee that INCID has been making 

continuous efforts for better coordination and communication with the States. DO letters have 

been issued to the States and at times, deserving structures have been shortlisted and suggested 

by INCID to the concerned States for applying under WHIS awards. He further reiterated that 

INCID aims to serve as an important chapter of ICID. 

  

The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair. 



List of participants of the 2nd Meeting of INCID: 

  

                                                                                                                                            Annexure 

  

S. 

N. 

Name & Designation INCID Designation First part 

20-7-2021 

Second part 

18-10-2021 

1 Sh. S. K. Haldar, Chairman CWC Chairman (INCID) In Chair - 

2 Sh. K. Vohra, Member (WP&P), CWC Member Y In Chair 

3 Sh. A. B. Pandya, Secretary General, 

ICID 

Member from ICID Y Y 

4 Sh. Sanjay Marwaha, Member, 

CGWB 

Member Y - 

5 Sh. Anoop Sagar, Member, CGWB Member - Y 

6 Sh. B. R. K. Pillai, 

 Commissioner, CADWM 

Member Y - 

7 Sh. Amrendra Kumar Singh, Chief 

Engineer, EMO, CWC 

Member Secretary Y - 

8 Sh. Abhay Barwe, Director and Chief 
Engineer, GERI, 

Vadodara, Gujarat 

 Member Y - 

9 Sh. Kiran Masuti, Deputy Secretary, 

WR, Govt of Karnataka 

Member Y Y 

10 Prof D. Khare, Dept of WRD&M, IIT 

Roorkee 

Member Y - 

11 Dr Rajendra Poddar, Director 

WALMI Dharwad, Karnataka 

Member Y - 

12 Director, CDO, Punjab Representive of Member 
from Punjab 

Y - 

13 Dr J. V. Tyagi, Director, NIH 

Roorkee 

Member Y - 

14 Sh. Rajesh Kumar Galoria, WR Dept 

Govt of Rajasthan 

Member Y - 

15 Sh. R G Patil, Scientist-E, CWPRS 

Pune 

Representative of 

Director CWPRS 

- Y 

16 Sh.  L R Rangnath,  Scientist-E, 

CWPRS Pune 

Representative of 

Director CWPRS 

Y - 

17 Sh. B Rath, Technical Expert (WM), 

National Rainfed Area Authority 

(NRAA), Ministry of Agriculture & 

Farmers Welfare 

Member representative 

of Ministry of 

Agriculture & Farmers 

Welfare 

- Y 



18 Sh. Puneet Kumar Mittal, Senior 

joint Commisioner, CADWM Wing 

Member representative 

of Commissioner 

CADWM, DoWR, 

RD&GR 

- Y 

19 Superintending Engineer, IWRD, 

Govt of Haryana 

Member representative 

of the Govt of Haryana 

Y Y 

20 Sh. Balasaheb Chivate, ICID, Central 

Office 

ICID - Y 

21 Sh. H K Verma, Executive Director, 

ICID 

ICID Y Y 

22 Dr. K. Y. Reddy, Hon. Vice President, 

ICID 

Special Invitee Y Y 

23 Sh. Bhupinder Singh,  Director, 

WP&P Coordination, CWC 

Special Invitee Y - 

24 Sh. Dheeraj Singhal, Deputy 

Director, WP&P Coordination, CWC 

Special Invitee – 

representative of 

Director WP&P 

Coordination, CWC 

- Y 

25 Sh. Rishi Srivastava, Director 

Remote Sensing, CWC 

INCID Secretariat Y Y 

26 Sh. Harendra Singh,  Deputy 

Director, Remote Sensing, CWC 

INCID Secretariat Y - 

27 Sh. Sanjay Meena,  Deputy Director, 

Remote Sensing, CWC 

INCID Secretariat - Y 

28 Smt. Karishma Bhatnagar, Deputy 

Director, Remote Sensing, CWC 

INCID Secretariat - Y 

 

***** 


